Baptists  remember 


QUUTOfrr.  Miss.  (BP)  -  When  Randy  Corn  arrived  in  Gulf- 
doA  April  2006  with  a  team  of  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 
(SB0K)  volunteers,  he  expected  to  spend  most  of  his  week  doing 
construction  projects. 

Six  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  had  devastated  the  city  and 
virtually  the  entire  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast,  there  was  plenty  of  work 
to  keep  the  whole  team  busy.  The  group  had  already  served  in  the 
area  multiple  times  and  seen  many  give  their  lives  to  Christ. 

“We've  shared  the  Gospel  with  so  many  people  in  this  commu¬ 
nity,  I  don’t  taiow  if  there  is  anyone  else  we  can  share  with.  I  don’t 
know  if  there’s  anyone  else  who  hasn’t  heard  die  Gospel,"  Corn 
thought  to  himself. 

Corn  has  a  natural  proclivity  toward  evangelism  and  after  pray¬ 
ing  with  die  homeowner  with  whom  his  team  was  serving  on  the 
trip’s  first  morning,  be  took  a  look  around  the  neighborhood  and 
spotted  a  group  ofyoung  people  talking  at  the  end  of  a  driveway. 
After  striking  up  a  conversation  with  the  group,  who  expressed 
their  gratitude  to  Southern  Baptists  for  serving  their  neighbor¬ 
hood,  tie  led  one  of  the  young  men  to  frith  in  Christ 

It  would  be  the  first  of  eight  people  he  would  lead  to  Christ  in 
less  than  three  hours. 

Thanks  in  part  to  Corn’s  experience  as  an  SBDR  volunteer 
following  Hurricane  Katrina,  he  and  his  wife  Ronda  became 
North  American  Mission  Board  (NAM B>  missionaries  and  have 
spent  much  of  the  fflfct  decade  helping  train  SBDR  teams  in  per¬ 
sonal  evangelism. 

Com,  wno  served  on  his  Bret  SBDR  team  iust  days  after  Hur¬ 
ricane  Katrina  made  landfall,  was  one  of  nearly  21,000  volunteers 
from  41  of  the  42  Southern  Baptist  state  conventions  to  participate 
in  the  first  wave  of  Baptist  Relief  efforts  following  the  arrival  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  on  Aug,  29, 2005  to  the  end  of  March  2006. 

Another  26,000  volunteers  would  participate  in  Operation 
NOAH  (New  Orleans  Area  Homes)  Rebuild  from  March  2006  to 
April  2009.  The  influx  of  new  volunteers,  by  far  the  most  who  would 
ever  participate  in  a  single  SBDR  response  and  rebuild  effort,  would 
transform  future  disaster  relief  efforts  by  Southern  Baptists. 

Fritz  Wilson,  executive  director  of  Disaster  Relief  for  NAMB. 
calk  Hurricane  Katrina  one  of  a  handful  of  transformational  events 
in  the  history  of  SBDR  from  its  inception  during  Hurricane  Beulah 
in  1967  to  the  Southern  Baptist  response  after  9/11. 
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2005,  stark  symbols  of  the  dev¬ 
astation  wrought  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  were  all  around  them. 
One  of  the  most  remembered  is 
what  remained  of  First  Church, 
Gulfport  situated  just  feet  from 
the  beach  as  the  storm  roared 
ashore.  The  church  has  since 
relocated  eight  miles  inland, 
built  a  state-of-the-art  facility 
on  36  acres,  and  placed  the  old 
beachfront  property  on  the  reel 
market  (BP  photo) 


LEADftNQ  THC  WAY  -  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Belief 
(SBDR)  volunteers  staff  s  mass  feeding  facility  in  Meridian 
after  Hurricane  Katrine  flattened  the  Mieaissippi  Gulf  Coast 
on  August  29,  2005.  Ten  years  later,  SBDR  officials  credit  the 
storm  with  helping  to  modernize  Southern  Baptist  disaster 
response  and  bring  SBDR  to  the  attention  of  a  national  audi¬ 
ence.  (BP  photo) 

Yet  no  response  remotely  compares  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  “Ev¬ 
eryone  has  their  own  list  of  what  were  the  roost  influential  events 
in  SBDR,"  Wilson  says,  “but  everyone  has  Katrina  as  the  water¬ 
mark  event  in  the  history  of  the  minirtiy." 

Within  the  first  five  years  after  Hurricane  Katrina,  the  number 
of  trained  volunteers  would  jump  by  46%  from  51.300  to  95.000 
volunteers.  In  fret  SBDR  trained  more  than  25,000  new  volunteers 
in  the  first  tew  months  after  the  hurricane. 
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Why  they  hate  us 


The  world  has  always  been  a 
brutal  place  for  Christians. 
Jesus  Himself  warned  of  the 
consequences  of  following  Him 
(Matt.  10:22;  Luke  6:22).  As  it 
has  been  from  the  beginning,  so  it 
is  today. 

We  tend  to  think  of  the  Middle 
East  as  the  current  hot  spot  for 
Christian  persecution,  but  we 
needn’t  forget  what’s  going  on  in 
many  other  parts  of  the  world,  too. 

News  reports  indicate  that  a 
33  year-old,  North  Korean  mother 
of  three  was  publicly  executed  be¬ 
fore  her  family  for  the  crime  of  giv¬ 
ing  away  Bibles  in  that  country.  She 
was  apparently  not  a  big-time  Bible 
smuggler,  but  simply  a  believer  who 
wanted  to  share  the  Good  News 
with  others  as  opportunities  arose. 

Not  only  was  Ri  Hyon  Ok  killed 
for  her  Bible  offenses,  her  parents, 
husband,  and  children  were  con¬ 
demned  to  th'*  'T.mmunist  country’ s 
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the  totalitarian  dictatorship,  your 
family  pays  the  price  along  with  you. 

Another  Christian  woman  re¬ 
cently  disappeared  from  the  same 
area  near  the  Chinese  border,  and 
her  husband  and  children  have  also 
not  been  seen  for  some  time.  It  is 
assumed  that  she  suffered  the  same 
fate  as  Ri  Hyon  Ok,  and  that  her 
family  is  now  somewhere  in  the 
forlorn  vastness  of  the  North  Ko¬ 
rean  gulag. 

As  evidenced  by  these  and 
numerous  other  reports,  it  would 
seem  an  official  crackdown  on 
Christians  is  underway  in  North 
Korea.  Reliable  statistics  on  the 
closed  country  are  hard  to  come 
by,  but  observers  believe  there  are 
less  than  30,000  believers  left  in 
the  country  of  25  million  people 
that  was  known  not  so  long  ago  as 
the  "Jerusalem  of  the  East  for  its 
widespread  Christian  practices. 

That  was  then.  Now  there  is 
reportedly  a  special  prison  camp  in 
North  Korea  to  which  Christians  are 
taken  for  exceptionally  harsh  treat¬ 
ment  by  the  regime. 

In  the  African  nation  of  Somalia, 
the  leader  of  a  Muslim  extremist 
group  recently  declared, "  All  Somali 
Christians  must  be  killed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Islamic  law."  Sheikh  Nur 
Barud  also  said  sharia  (Islamic)  law 
does  not  recognize  Christian  con¬ 
verts  and  "we  will  slaughter  them.” 

True  to  his  word,  an  Italian  nun 
known  as  the  "Mother  Teresa  of 


Africa"  for  her  thirty  years  of  work 
in  Somalia  was  murdered  outside 
the  children’s  hospital  she  found¬ 
ed.  A  British  husband  and  wife 
helping  to  educate  Somali  children 
were  gunned  down  in  front  of  the 
school  they  started.  There  have 
been  multiple  reports  of  behead¬ 
ings  of  Christians. 

The  rulers  of  that  anarchic 
country  have  apparently  set  a  goal 
of  killing  or  driving  out  all  Chris¬ 
tians  in  the  country,  and  they  have 
largely  succeeded. 

Christians  in  the  volatile  Indian 
state  of  Orissa  uo  longer  publicly 
celebrate  Christmas,  due  to  kill¬ 
ings  and  persecutions  perpetrated 
hw  Hindu  extremists  in  the  region. 
Christians  are  reportedly  able  to 
remain  in  their  homes  only  if  they 
convert  to  Hindu  when  extrem¬ 
ist  thugs  show  up  at  their  door.  A 
Christian  woman  who  was  driven 
away  but  returned  from  a  refugee 


Coen  your  mouth 
for  tiie  speechless 


An  adult  hand  approaches  a  glass 
dish  from  the  right  side  of  me 
frame,  tweezers  positioned  be¬ 
tween  the  fingers  where  chopsticks 
would  go.  The  tweezers  pinch  a  pink 
fleshy  limb,  captured  clearly  by  the  cam¬ 
era.  It  is  a  hand,  a  wrist  ana  an  arm.  No 
shoulder  is  attached. 

In  the  dish  below  the  tiny  arm,  1  see 
a  leg.  Eyeballs  and  lungs  are  among  the 
other  baby  parts  identified  in  the  video. 

Horrifyingly,  some  admit  they 
watched  these  videos  but  remain  un¬ 
fazed.  More  than  once.  Scripture  refers 
to  this  as  people  who  have  eyes  to  see 
but  do  not  see,  ears  to  hear  but  do  not 
hear"  (Ezekiel  12:2). 

You  and  I  elected  to  the  U.S.  Congress 
many  with  these  unseeing  eyes.  On  Aug. 

3,  when  the  members  of  the  Senate  had 
a  chance  to  pass  a  game-chanring,  life¬ 
saving  bill  to  defund  Planned  Parenthood, 


they  didn't. 

be  assured,  however,  this  spiritual- 
physical  battle  is  not  over.  As  long  as  you 
and  I  are  breathing,  we  must  fight  for 
those  whose  first  breath  is  under  siege 
—  for  the  boy  who  cannot  scream  from 
within  the  womb  when  a  metal  instru¬ 
ment  approaches  to  dismember  him,  and 
for  the  girl  who  cannot  run  from  her  med- 
school-trained  attacker. 

Until  we  have  made  abortion  unimagi¬ 
nable  for  every  sane  American,  we  follow 
the  Apostle  Paul’s  directions:  ...  let  us 
not  grow  weary  of  doing  good,  for  in  due 
season  we  will  reap,  if  we  do  not  give  up" 
(Galatians  6:9). 

We  don’t  have  the  option  of  apathy 
or  making  excuses,  of  which  there  have 
been  plenty.  Do  not  acquiesce  to  the 
temptation  of  putting  a  trendy  spin  on 
this  "issue"  for  the  sake  of,  well,  any¬ 
thing  at  all.  It  may  be  cool  in  your  circle 
to  be  self-deprecating  and  apologize  for 
everything  under  the  sun  in  order  to  ap¬ 
pear  relatable. 

By  no  means  is  this  an  easy  task,  but 
children’s  lives  are  certainly  worth  our 
trudging  through  the  muck  and  maneu- 


seen  as  such  a  threat  to  so  many 
who  would  use  such  extreme 
violence  to  silence  them?  The  an¬ 
swer  can  be  found  in  the  Bible, 
and  in  history. 

When  people  experience  the  sav¬ 
ing  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
are  baptized  in  His  name,  and  fifled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  fear  no 
earthly  power.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
their  boldness  and  righteousness 
become  objects  of  fear  to  enemies 
of  the  faith,  who  clearly  understand 
how  the  very  name  of  Jesus  can 
transform  entire  populations.  That's 
why  they  are  so  quick  to  seek  to 
snuff  out  Christianity  wherever  they 
can.  They  know  what  will  happen  if 
it’s  allowed  to  spread. 

Even  more  so,  Satan  understands 
and  he’ll  use  any  weapon  at  this 
dhmoaal  to  destroy  us. 

From  our  comfortable  American 
churches,  let  us  pray  for  those  bold, 
righteous  Christians  around  the 
world  who  fully  understand  their 
fate  and  yet  continue  to  acknowl¬ 
edge  Jesus  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

From  our  secure  homes,  let  us  pray 
for  their  families,  who  are  often 
made  to  endure  cruelty  and  suffer¬ 
ing  along  with  their  offending  rela¬ 
tive.  From  deep  within  our  souls,  let 
us  pray  that  Jesus  will  be  glorified 
always  and  all  ways,  because  we 
know  evil  will  flee  before  His  face. 

After  what  Jesus  did  for  us  -  and 
what  these  brave  Christians  are  do¬ 
ing  for  Him  —  we  can  do  no  less. 


these  lives  as  fervently  as  you  would 
your  own  life. 
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Philippi  a  ns  2  tells  us  to  think  of  others 
as  better  than  ourselves  and  to  look  out 
for  the  needs  of  others  before  our  own. 
This  is  one  way  we  live  out  that  passage. 

This  is  not  merely  an  “issue  of  our 
times,"  a  platform  on  which  to  campaign, 
a  hot-button  blog  topic,  nor  a  re-tweet- 
able  hash  tag.  This  is  laying  down  our  lives 
for  our  unborn  brothers  and  sisters  — 
something  Christ  did  perfectly  when  He 
died  on  the  cross  for  me  and  tor  you. 

We  have  a  duty  to  fight  for  the  earthly 
lives  of  the  unborn  ana  the  eternal  lives  of 
those  who  are  convinced  that  the  choice 
of  one  should  trump  the  chance  of  an¬ 
other.  “Open  your  mouth  for  the  speech¬ 
less,  in  the  cause  of  all  who  are  appointed 
to  die,"  we  read  in  Psalm  31:8-9.  “Open 
your  mouth,  judge  righteously,  and  plead 
the  cause  of  the  poor  and  needy.” 

Resolve  that  we  will  be  the  generation 
that  roars,  “No!  We  will  not  let  you  kill 
innocent  fife.  We  won’t  pay  for  it  with 
our  money,  and  we  will  push  back  with 
everything  on  the  line.  You  may  call  us 
names,  say  we’re  ignorant,  blast  our 
reputations,  or  threaten  us  to  pieces,  but 
we  will  stand  firm. 

“We  will  stand  for  life.  We  Kp’t  pas¬ 
sively  allow  this  to  continue  in  our  nation 
while  we  go  on  with  the  comforts  of  life, 
stick  our  heads  in  the  sand,  and  make 
weekend  plans. 

“We,  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  will  not 
stand  down  until  our  commander  calls 
us  home. 

Colter  is  a  newswriter  for  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  TEXAN ,  newsjoumal  of  the 
Southern  Baptists  of  Texas  Convention. 
Her  commentary  appears  courtesy  of 
Baptist  Press.  E&tcdfor  length  and  style. 
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Chick-fil-A  slammed 
by  Denver  City  Council 


much 

nition 


DENVER  (BP  and  local  raporta)  -  A  committee 
of  the  Denver  City  Council  has  stalled  what  was 
expected  to  be  routine  approval  of  a  Chick-fil-A 
restaurant  at  the  Denver  International  Airport 
after  at  least  four  council  members  expressed 
disapproval  of  what  they  erroneously  charac¬ 
terized  as  the  company’s  alleged  opposition  to 
same  sex  marriage.  * 

During  an  Aug.  18  hearing,  council  member 
Robin  Kniecb  said  she  was  concerned  about  a  lo¬ 
cal  franchise  generating  “corporate  profits  used 
to  fund  and  hid  discrimination,"  The  Denver  Post 
reported.  Councilman  Paul  Lopez  compared  the 
pro-family  stances.of  some  Cnick-fil-A 
leaders  to  presidential  candidate  Don¬ 
ald  Trump’s  comments  about  immigra¬ 
tion  and  other  issues,  calling  opposition 
to  the  airport  restaurant  “really,  truly  a 
moral  issue." 

The  council’s  Business  Development 
Committee  will  take  up  the  matter  again 
at  its  Sept,  i  meeting.  At  issue  is  wheth¬ 
er  to  approve  a  seven-year  lease  for  a  _ _ 

Chick-ffl-A  that  would  be  ooerated  by  a  DAN  CATHY 
6o%-40%  partnership  involving  Atlan¬ 
ta-based  Concessions  International  and 
Denver’s  Delarosa  Restaurant  Concepts.  Chick- 
fil-A  would  receive  seven  percent  of  the  restau¬ 
rant's  profits,  according  to  The  Post.  If  the  com¬ 
mittee  rejects  the  lease,  an  individual  member 
could  still  introduce  the  matter  to  the  full  council. 

Delarosa  President  Mike  De  La  Rosa  told  the 
committee  all  hiring  would  be  conducted  based 
on  a  nondiscrimination  polio  protecting  mdi- 
viduals  based  on  sexual  orientation  and  gender 
identity,  according  to  The  Post. 

Chik-fil-A  does  not  maintain  a  policy  of  dis¬ 
crimination  against  homosexuals  or  same  sex 
married  individuals.  Company  CEO  Dan  Cathy, 
son  of  founder  Tmett  Cathy,  remarked  in  a  June 
2012  interview  with  The  Biblical  Recorder,  news 
journal  of  North  Carolina  Baptists,  We  are  very 


supportive  of  the  family  —  the  biblical  defi- 
livu  oftne  family  unit." 

Pro-homosexual  groups  have  lobbied  against 
Chik-fil-A  ever  since. 

None  of  the  committee  s  13  members,  10  of 
whom  were  present,  defended  Chick-fil-A,  The 

Post  reportecf 

Denver  International  Airports  senior  vice 
president  of  concessions  Neil  Maxfield  said  a 
2013  survey  of  airport  users  identified  Chick-fil- 
A  as  “the  second-most  sought-after  quick  ser¬ 
vice  brand  at  the  airport."  DLA  has  estimated  the 
restaurant  would  generate  $4.1  million  in  sales 
its  first  year,  with  more  than  $600,000 
paid  to  tne  airport  in  concession  fees. 

Most  other  fast-food  concessions 
would  generate  less  in  seven  days  than 
Chick-m-A  is  expected  to  generate  in  six, 
according  to  The  Post,  a  reference  to  the 
chain  s  policy  of  closing  on  Sundays. 

Even  the  liberal  website  Mother  Jones 
came  to  Chick-fil-A  s  defense,  "rhis  stuff 
happened  four  years  ago,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  halted  contributions  to  anti-gav 
groups  a  vear  later.**  Mother  Jones  Kev  ¬ 
in  Drum  wrote.  “Cathy  presumably  still 
doesn't  support  gay  mamage,  but  I  really  don  t 
think  that  should  be  a  precondition  for  winning  a 
bid  with  a  government  agency 

“And  when  several  council  members  go  be 
yond  that,  raising  questions  about  Chick-fil-A  s 
religien-influenced  operation,**  Drum  contin¬ 
ued  “all  it  does  is  confirm  the  worst  hysteria 
from  the  right  wing  that  merely  being  Christian 
is  enough  to  arouse  the  hatred  of  the  left  rhat  s 
just  wildly  inappropriate." 

Action  Institute  commentator  Joe  Carter 
wrote,  “The  behavior  of  the  city  council  needs  to 
be  called  out  for  what  it  is:  anti-religious  bigotry 
This  is  unacceptable  behavior,  for  the  govern¬ 
ment  officials  are  misusing  their  power  to  impose 
their  views  on  citizens." 


Schools  may  flee 
council  over  same 
sex  marriage  issue 


ASHEVILLE,  N.C.  (BP  and  local 

—  Several  institutions 
to  leave  the  Council  for 
dleges  and  Universi¬ 
ties  (CCCU)  at  the  end  of  August, 
if  at  that  time  Eastern  Menno- 
nite  University  (EMU)  and  Gos¬ 
hen  College  are  still  members. 

Last  month  EMU  and  Goshen 
announced  the*  would  begin  hir¬ 
ing  faculty  and  staff  who  are  en¬ 
gaging  in  same  sex  marriage.  The 
CCCU,  a  coalition  of  183  Chris¬ 
tian  colleges  and  universities 
around  the  world,  initially  said 
it  would  address  the  issue  at  the 
annual  members  meeting  in  Jan¬ 
uary,  but  on  July’  28  the  CCCU 
board  said  it  would  begin  con¬ 
tacting  each  member  president 
to  discuss  the  matter  sooner. 

Mississippi  College  in  Clin¬ 
ton,  one  of  the  three  institu¬ 
tions  of  higher  learning  affiliat¬ 
ed  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  is  a  CCCU  mem¬ 
ber.  Blue  Mountain  College  in 
Blue  Mountain  indicated  before 
the  latest  controversy  erupted 
that  it  was  considering  mem¬ 
bership  in  CCCU,  while  William 
Carey  University  in  Hattiesburg 
is  not  a  member. 

Union  University  in  Jackson, 

Tn.  affiliated  wrth  die  Tenn«-«* 
Baptist  Convention,  cited  a  slow 
process  and  general  discontent 
with  the  CCCUs  direction  when 
it  became  the  first  institution  to 
withdraw  from  the  group. 


Others  are  poised  to  follow, 
according  to  member  presi¬ 
dents  who  spoke  to  WORLD 
magazine,  including  Everett 
Piper,  president  of  Oklahoma 
Wesleyan  University  in  Bartles¬ 
ville.  The  school  is  affiliated 
with  the  Wesleyan  Church. 

“The  CCCU’s  bewildering 
desire  for  a  drawn-out  'conver¬ 
sation*  has  led  everyone  (in¬ 
cluding  me)  to  conclude  they’ 
think  the  Church's  engagement 
in  illicit  sexual  behavior  is  open 
for  debate.  Unfortunately,  now, 
even  if  they  ultimately  do  the 
right  thing  and  remove  EMU 
and  Goshen  from  membership, 
the  damage  is  done,"  Piper  said. 

Piper  recounted  a  conver¬ 
sation  he  had  last  month  with 
CCCU  president  Shirley’  Hoog- 
stra  in  which  she  compared 
differences  on  same  sex  mar¬ 
riage  to  disagreement  on  issues 
sucn  as  baptism  or  speaking  in 
tongues.  Sne  urged  respect  for 
“institutional  autonomy." 

Piper  told  WORLD  News 
Service,  “You’re  not  going  to 
convince  me  that  the  volitional, 
behavioral  act  of  sodomy  or 
any  other  sexual  act  is  on  the 

vmm  moral  pUne  mm  •peak¬ 
ing  in  tongues,  baptism,  and 
other  doctrinal  disagreements. 
Rather  than  being  committed 
and  convictional,  we’re  having 
conversations." 


Guidestone  injunction 
stands  while  appeal 
proceeds  to  top  court 


DALLAS  (BP  and  local  reports) 

•  —  The  Tenth  Circuit  U.S.  Court 
of  Appeals  ruled  Aug.  21  it  would 
keep  in  place  the  preliminary 
injunction  won  earlier  by  Guide- 
Stone  Financial  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
'  at  the  District  Court  level,  while 
!  GuideStone  appeaLs  its  case  to 
the  VS.  Supreme  Court 

The  preliminary  injunction, 
which  protects  certain  minis¬ 
tries  from  having  to  provide 
abortion-causing  drop  or  de 
vices  in  their  health  plan  or  face 
crippling  fines  unoer  Obanv 
acare,  was  first  issued  by  a  fed 
eral  judge  in  December  2013. 
Upon  the  government's  appeal, 
a  three-judge  panel  of  the  Tenth 
Circuit  of  Appeals  ruled  2-1  to 
end  the  injunction. 

GuideStone,  along  with  co- 
plaintiffs  Reaching  Souls  Inter 
national,  an  Oklahoma-based. 
non-Southem  Baptist,  missions 


sending  organization,  and  Tru- 
ett-McCnnnell  College,  a  Georgia 
Baptist  institution,  appealed  the 
Tenth  Circuit’s  ruling  to  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  in  July. 

As  religious  employers, 
churches,  and  integrated  aux¬ 
iliaries  of  churches  including 
GuideStone  are  already^exempt 
from  the  mandate  and  its  penal 
ties.  GuideStone  s  current  litiga 
tion  is  seeking  to  protect  from 
the  mandate  and  its  penalty 
the  other  ministries  it  serves, 
such  as  children's  homes,  col 
leges,  and  other  ministries  not 
controlled  bv  a  church  or  asso¬ 
ciation  of  churches. 

“What  this  means  ls  for  the 
next  several  weeks,  the  minis¬ 
tries  affected  by  the  mandate 
can  continue  to  nest  assured  that 
they  are  at  no  risk  of  penalties, 
said  Harold  R  lx>ftin  Jr,  general 
counsel  for  GuideStooe,  which  is 
headquartered  in  Dallas 
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don’t  you  go  before  me  and  check  out  your 
black  pine  snake  friends  and  tell  them  you 
better  get  off  the  road  because  Jim  Futral 
is  coming  this  way  and  he  doesn't  love  vou 
like  I  do .  He  didn’t  laugh,  but  at  least  he 
smiled  and  said.  “Well,  lust  tiy  to  dodge 
them  then,"  Fact  was,  I  left  watching  for 
the  snakes  that  might  be  passing  back  and 
forth  and  saw  none. 

As  I  think  about  snakes,  they  becomes 
good  analogy  of  what  so  many  things  in  our 
world  are  like.  There  are  good  things  that 
have  been  turned  into  bad  things  and  bad 
things  that  resemble  good  things  that  we 
need  to  stay  away  from.  There  are  people 
like  this  that  you  may  run  into  that  seem 
to  be  harmless  and  yet  before  you  know 
ityou  discover  they  are  toxic  toywr  life. 
There  are  places  you  can  go  ana  events  that 

htf*  ahiP  tn  ...  .  _  .  .  .  you  can  be  a  part  of  that  seem  to  he  so  nice 

who  are  not  venomous  still  endangermy  legs.  They  are  good  tor  the  environment  and  friendly,  fun,  and  wekxxnfog.  only  to 

health  by  putting  me  on  the  edge  of  a  heart  because  they  eat  insects  and  mweand  rats,  that  they  wfll  harm  you,  rob  you, 

attack.  There  are  probably  a  hundred  acres  but  1  just  can’t  get  used  to  them  being  a  destroy  yoa. 

TPvnnare  Hlhe  of  forested,  unused  land  around  where  I  part  of  my  world.  Watch  and  see  people  going  into  drink 

live  and  if  snakes  want  to  stay  out  there  and  I  remember  some  years  ago  I  had  _  ing  establishments  and  what  happens  to  so 

iratfp  srotthehoe  stay  out  of  my  way,  they’re  welcome  to  do  preached  at  a  church  one  night  and  after  many  of  their  lives.  Watch  what happens 

h*>  90  —  but  in  my  yard,  on  my  driveway,  in  a  time  of  fellowship  I  was  about  to  leave  when  people  go  to  the  glitz  and  glamour 

nstav  I  thanked  the  darkness  or the  morning,  if  I  have  half  and  the  pastor  came  to  me  and  said,  “As  of  the  casinos.  Over  a  period  of  time  that 

ninutes  to  com  a  chance,  I  wiB  help  them  move  on  to  their  you  leave  going  down  that  dirt  road,  please  establishment  will  leave  them  with  noth¬ 
in  world.  Then  mst  eternal  reward.  drive  slowly.”  I  said,  “Okay.  Why?"  I  figured  mg,  and  oftentimes  it  ruins  more  than  just 

J  Snakes  in  the  Bible  are  an  interesting  he  was  going  to  say  that  there  are  deer  their  pocketbooks.  Watch  what  happen> 

trespassing  is  an  study.  The  first  one  we  see  is  creating  havoc  running  across  the  road  or  cars  that  don’t  when  someone  gets  trapped  in  an  improper 

deathperl^ltv  but  for  Adam  and  Eve  by  tempting  them  and  pay  attention  as  they  drive  on  that  dark,  relationship,  and  it  pulls  them  away  to  the 

*  the  nght  thing.  encouraging  them  to  go  the  wrong  way.  country  road  but  no,  he  said  that  there  are  p6int  that  their  genuine  relationships  are 

se  of  vou  who  are  While  I’m  not  blaming  everything  on  the  black  pine  snakes  that  live  between  here  harmed  and  their  lives  are  crippled.  There 

for  my  attitude  but  snake,  he  certainly  didn’t  help  matters.  and  the  highway  and  sometimes  they  are  are  snakes  that  are  far  worse  ttian  the  one  l 

are  f  know  vou  While  I  understand  what  He  was  trying  to  seen  crossing  the  road  and  they  are  close  to  encountered  that  morning.  Neither  you  nor 

know  vou  would  teach  us,  it  still  makes  me  uncomfortable  being  an  endangered  species  and  we  don  t  I  have  to  worry  about  him  anymore,  but  ail 

and  over  how  you  when  the  Lord  instructed  us  to  be  “wise  as  want  them  to  be  killed.  these  others  are  still  around  us  all  the  time 

understand  the  serpents,  and  harmless  as  doves*  (Matt.  1  looked  at  the  pastor  and  said,  “Well, 

ind  the  ones  that  10:16).  I  know  that  snakes  are  intriguing  I've  got  an  even  better  idea  than  me  driv-  The  author  can  be  contacted  at  diret  - 

lat  even  the  ones  because  they  can  walk  and  not  have  any  ing  slowly  then."  “What?”  he  asked.  "Why  rions@mbcb.org. 


executive  director-tri 

list  Ceeveetioa  Board 


Snakeology 


GuideStone:  Ride  out  market 
volatility  with  a  solid  plan 


DALLAS  (GuideStone  end  local  a  near-zero  Fed  Funds  rate,  had  sor’s  GPS:  Guided  Planning 
reports)  -  This  week’s  stock  mar-  gained  more  than  200%  since  Services,  to  assist  in  determining 
ket  drop,  on  the  heels  of  disap-  2009  and  has  not  had  a  10%  or  an  age-appropriate  investment 
pointing  financial  markets  perfor-  greater  correction  in  more  than  allocation, 
mance  over  the  last  few  days,  has  three  years,  Spika  observed.  ■  Avoid  making  impulsive  de¬ 
led  to  headlines  and  some  inves-  Active  management  turns,  cisions.  “Guard  against  making 

tor  concerns.  like  GuideStone,  are  thought  by  ad  hoc  changes  in  your  portfolio. 

Long-term  investors  should  many  to  be  better  suited  for  vola-  Hawkins  said.  “Making  chang - 
continue  to  consider  their  objec-  tile  markets,  which  create  more  es  based  on  short-term  market 
fives  and  time  horizons,  said  a  dispersion  and  lower  correlations  movements  is  almost  a  guarantee 
GuideStone  financial  spansUrt.  among  stock  prices,  giving  sub-  for  failure  as  it  promotes  buying 
David  $.  Spika,  global  invest-  advisors  «  better  chance  to  idem  high  and  selling  low.’" 
ment  strategist  at  GuideStone  tify  companies  that  are  underval-  The  performance  of  an  ac- 
Capital  Management,  LLC,  a  sub-  ued,  Spika  said.  count  moving  forward  will  be  de- 

sknary  of  GuideStone  Financial  GuideStone  President  OS.  termined  based  on  results  of  the 

Resources  of  the  Southern  Bap-  Hawkins  echoed  Spika  s  insights,  financial  markets  in  the  future, 
fist  Convention  in  Dallas,  offered  “Long-term  retirement  inves-  not  the  past.  Selling  today  cannot 
a  commentary  posted  on  Guide-  tors  should  keep  their  focus  on  avoid  yesterday  s  losses  in  a  down 
Stone's  website  that  explained  their  goals,  and  not  on  short-term  market,  likewise,  in  an  up  mar- 
the  nature  of  current  volatility  market  fluctuations.  Participants  ket,  yesterday’s  performance  can- 
and  offered  perspective  on  the  should  focus  on  being  appropn- 
current  market.  atdy  diversified,  their  long-term 

“As  volatility  rises,  the  best  investment  objectives  and  time 
course  of  action  is  to  ensure  you  horizon,  and  less  on  day-to-day 
invest  with  active  managers  who  market  moves." 
possess  a  strong  track  record,  stay  When  dealing  with  a  period 
focused  on  the  long  term,  and  of  volatility,  GuideStone  r  rx>m- 
remain  well-diversmed,"  Spika  mends  keeping  four  principles 
wrote,  likening  market  volatility  in  mind: 
to  a  roller  coaster.  ■  Always  focus  on  objectives. 

Many  observers  have  expected  not  emotions.  Specifically  regard- 
some  level  of  correction  to  occur  ing  retirement  participants,  these 
at  some  point,  riven  that  markets  assets  are  to  serve  needs  for  a  long 
had  been  on  a  long-term  growth  period  of  time.  Make  sure  objec- 
pattem  since  the  market  trough  fives  and  actions  are  consistent 
in  200Q.  The  S&P  500  Index®,  with  a  time  horizon, 
spurred  on  by  the  Federal  Re-  Investors  can  choose  to 
serves  quantitative  easing  and  use  GuideStone  Advi- 


BRANCH  CHURCH,  MORTON,  has  called  Geary  Walton  as 
pastor.  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  JoAnn. 


■  Don’t  count  losses  (or  gains). 
Consistent  contribution  to  a  re¬ 
tirement  plan  affords  investors  a 
systematic  way  of  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  investment  opportunities 
as  markets  ebb  and  flow 

■  Maintain  realistic  ex¬ 
pectations  about  market  be¬ 
havior.  Financial  markets  in 
the  short  term  tend  to  fluctu¬ 
ate  in  response  to  social,  po¬ 
litical,  ana  economic  events. 
However,  the  markets  historically 
stabilize  and  return  to  profitabil¬ 
ity  over  the  long-term,  focusing 
on  the  underlying  fundamentals. 


VALLEY  GROVE  CHURCH,  PONTOTOC  COUNTY,  has 

called  Greg  Herndon  as  pastor.  He  previously  served  First 
Church, Troy,  Pontotoc  County.  He  is  shown  with  wife  Beverly 
and  son  Evan. 
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ANYONE  IN  CHRIST  IS  A 

.  i  MARGARET  LACKEY 

OFFERING  FOR  STATE 
MISSIONS  MISSISSIPPI 

CREATION 


GIVE  GENEROUSLY  FOR  STATE  MISSIONS 


*Y1 


2015  OFFERING  GOA*.:  $2,000, 

OFFERING  EMPHASIS  AUG'JST-OCTOBER 
ORDER  FREE  MARGARET  LACKEY  RESOURCES 
AND  LEARN  MORE  ABOUT  STATE  MISSIONS 

Mission  Strategy  |  MBCB  |  (800)  748-1651 


COLLEGE  STUDENT  CONFERENCE  2015 

OWN  IT 

SEPTEMBER  25-26  MORRISON  HEIGHTS  BAPTIST  CHURCH  I  CLINTON,  MS 


SPEAKER 

TOM 

RICHTER 


tm’f 


r  ^ 

"  1 


MUSIC 

CASSIDY 


7  \  CRENSHAW 

^  BAND 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  CONTACT  THE  COLLEGIATE  MINISTRY  DEPT.  AT  THE  MBCB 

800-748-1651,  Ext.  299  or  601-292-3299. 


Visit  us  Online  at 


m 

*'«  .  pe^° 


Parents 

Fellowship 


Friday-Saturday,  September  18-19,  2015 
2:00  p.m.  Friday  -  12:30  p.m.  Saturday 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Clinton,  MS 

For  registration  and  more  information  contact  raula  Smith, 
WMU  -  601-292-3336,  E-mail  psmithOmbcb.org 


SCPTSMRSR  14*13 
HYATT  MACS  CONtlRSNCI  ROOM 
RKXHLAND,  MS 


The  Christian  Action  Commission  wilt  host  fa  American  Council  on 
Alcohol  Problems  (ACAP)  onnuol  mooting.  ACAP  is  0  federation  of  37 
statu  fat  bellown  educctlon  and  public  policy  con  roduce  alcohol 
and  drug  rotated  probtem*:  death,  dependency,  disease,  delinquency 
(Including  crime),  dolor*  wont  (economic  cost),  and  disruption  of 
family  Mi  and  society, 

ThU  mooting  provide*  speaker*  on  fa*e  issue*  and  also  provide*  a 
platform  whore  likemlnded  person*  con  oddros*  fase  issue*  with  o 
united  voice.  Individual*  end  organizations  fat  share  fa*e  concern* 
are  encouraged  to  attend. 


CfcriOtan  Anion  Comwri*rion  or  001  •Jttlllt 


QHcddidMppC  oSapttdt 


nCMUdippc 

sSc*tgC*tg  GkuAx/uvpm&c 

September  11-12  •£% 

Lake  Tiak-O-Khafa,  Louisville 

Contact  Cathy  Taylor  in  Church  Music  for 
more  information,  1-800-748-1651,  Ext.  267' 

cy 

For  more  information  or  ft>  receive 
an  application,  g6  to  / 
www.mbcb.org/chuith_ _growih/church  music 


m  Mississippi 
m  Missionary 
-  \  Fellowship 


Saturday,  September  19,  2015 
8:30  a.m.  -  12:30  p.m. 

Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Clinton,  MS 


'  *\  Mississippi 
fsloLj  Missionary 
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<U/iu&i 

ifERENiCt 


if 

Ml 

rr* 

m 
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Hi 

•  Dr.  Chuck  Uwkss 

-  The  Power  of  SmoH 

-  Guarding  The  Heart  for 
Effective  Ministry 

-  Outside  the  Walls 

-  Groups  Matter 


H.PP  WMIISIP . 

welcome  Giano  Dc^/isjas  our  speaker.  She 
;>y$  encouraging  ministry .  wives  and  training 
IB  women  n  church  leadership.  Diana  is  a  minister's  *  ^  ^ 
wife,  for  over  32  year  5  Minister  $  wife  of  Steve 
Dov;s(  vice  presf&nr  of  SBCls  NAMB.  South 
Ifc  &9lon  her  n  ?  .  esfc  public  afion  is  "6  Simple  Steps 
•  $  Joy  as  a  Minister’s  Wife  ' 

I  os  Ctre  welcome  to  join  us  for  on 

\  ofe?cnoon  of  great  fellowship  and  fulfillment 


Register  by  contacting  Cathy  Taylor  at  cwtaylor@mbcb.org. 


JANUARY  BIBLE 
STUDY  PREVIEW 


ffprfysrp  *  mu  SEPTflfBEB  15,  2015 

BUTE  MOUNTAIN  COLLEGE  WILLIAM  CABETPKIV 

BLUE  MOUNTAIN  HATTOSKJBO 


SEPTEMPER  29, 2015 
GABAYW  A  CAMP  A 


-•  - 1  1  . .?  I'i— 1— 


OVERNIGHT 


1*17. 


4d i  Cm+f*  Of,  60 1WW1  or  14007411*51, 
bm»  tmr  NMiM  e*  jeer  Mai. 


I  y?ONTACT  THI  SUNOAY  SCHOOL/SMAtL  GROUP  DCPT.  800  748  165  1  f  *1.  291 


2: 

2016 


2015  Auditions  for  the  2016  Mississippi  Baptist  All  State  Youth  Cho*f  and 
Orchestra  Op**'  fo  9lfe  1 2th  graders  .nvo:ved  in  the  music  ministry  of  MS 
I  ,  Southern  baptist  Churches 


K  2  WHKS  PWM  TO  THE 

Wdoy  5>ROdhM  12,  2015 
1030  AM  -  1O0PM 
ftC  CMo 

Smm6f  13,  2015 

1  30-  400  PM 
F8C  Long  Beach 

FWvdoy  5l>W*iBr  17,  2015 
4  00 -700  PM 


Woy  Uf*wkm  20.  2015 
130- 400 PM 

North  OdowJ  8C  Owfard 

Theredoy,  Ocksbm  1,2015 
400- 700  PM 
FtC  Mondboe 

Sartwdby  Octobor  17,  20)5 
100-400  PM 


by,  Odtabor  It.  2015 
200- 500  PM 


F  ; nfcKma*  •-  contact  the  Church  Mu'  1  Department  of  the  MBv  B  cit 
800-748  1651,  Ext.  267,  or  601  292-3267.  Email  cwtaylcvCPmbcb  org  • 

. 


Confer 

Our  theme,  ’'Unveiled"  comes  from  2C 
“fi8,  with  prayers  this  will  be  an  end 
-away  for  women  of  all  ages.  Cyndi  0  _ 
featured  speaker  with  Mary  Moak  leadfKg 
r  worship  and  praise. 

$25  plus  housing  and  meals 

Contact  the  MS  WMU  at  800-748-1651,  Ext.  319  or 
visit 

http.//www.  mbcb.org/event/womens-retreat/ 


Pray  this  day  for...  August  28 

0 pray /he^a/- a// ri'Mes  in  the  Spirit . .  7e  thatenJheep  a/ert 
vifh perseverance.  Mahin^sapp/icatien  far  a// the  saints. ..  ' 
Ephesians  18  (ESI/) 


-  September  10,  2015 


Pray'  for  Shefia  Flow¬ 
ers,  missionary  rmmster- 
'og-to  European  Peoples 


through  fi nanqal  admin-  to  Sut>iarwan  African 

Pft-inl**.  rtv  „  rh* 


3  church/ 
&evarv 


Prayfor  David  4 
Gloria  Glaze,  mesjonat- 
les  mtrnstenng  to  Deaf 
Peoples  though  media 
consufc»o«  and  promo¬ 
tion 


Pray'  fo  Kenneth  & 
Kimberly  Hathcock, 

missionaries  ministering 
to  EuropaMfBQples 
through  student  evarv 


Pr ay  to  AM n  4  Mary 
Doyle,  missionaries 

ber  c^ie 


Pray  to  Thomas  4 
Bonnie  Hearon,  mis 

sionanes  rriir»stenng 
to  Europearitoples 
through  strategy  coordi 
nation. 


Pray  for  Aaron  4  Tlf 


Pray  for  Ear l4Ramo- 

rw  Hewitt  missionaries 
■  imsrehng  to  Sub-Sa¬ 
haran  Pfcap*«eop*es 
through  mapicine  and 
churcn/horne  outreach 
&  evangelism 


Prefer  Raymond  4 
cynthto  Hodgirts, 

missionaries  mastering 
fo  Deaf  f'txKJe-,  -  ,<Jh 


PtAifor  Jeffery  4 
Ltesa  Holeman,  rms- 

sionaries  mmistenng 
toAmerfoWfjpoplS 
tfv^jgh  stTjpegy  coordi- 


Pray  for  Janet  Hol¬ 
loway,  missionary 
mmsfenng  to  European 
Peoples  afoygh  student 
evangelism.. 


Pray  to  Ronald  4 
•awrfy  Holmes, 

rrwssionaries  mmstering 

to  European  peoples 


d4  Pray  to  Daniel  4 

Claudia  Hood,  mis 

“E**  sionaries  rrwistenng  to 

North  AWcan  &  Middle 
Eastern  Peoples  Rough 
Church/home  outreach 
&ev0ngetem 


The  fMB  rms^naries  tatefc  m  the  HouseTops  pr^er  calendar  are  currently  acove  in  2-4  ye»  terms  or 


n  career  service 


Rn 

HgsS&ad! 


Just  for  the  Record 


MS  POSITIONS 


FULL-TIME  PASTOR  FRIENDSHIP  EASTWOOO  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  WOL 
BAPTIST  CHURCH,  STURGIS,  MS  ANOLA,  MS.  IS  M  SEARCH  OF  A  FUU 
Send  applications  or  nominations  to  TIME  PASTOR.  Pteaae  send  resumes  to 
PastorSeerdiflfnendahipstu^  com  or  Pastor  Search  Commdtee  P  0  Box  466, 
to  Friendship  BC  5491  Craig  Springs  Rd  Wtenoia  Ms  38751  or  e-mad  to  Srtrtey  Betts 
Sturgis  MS  39769  See  fnendahtprturgis  Ms.beftsgbateoutonet 

oom  tor  more  information _  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  THE  GOLDEN 

NEW  HOPE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  TRIANGLE  AREA  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL 
MONHCELLO,  MS.  IS  SEEKING  A  THE  CHRISTIAN.  COMPASSIONATE 
BL  VOCATIONAL/P  ART  TIME  YOUTH  CHURCH  SECRETARY  edh  a  mewnurn  ol 


Hope  BapSst  Church,  616  Carmel  New  Hope  wort  Excellent  computer  knowledge  and 
Rd  MonfcceHo  Ms.  39654  You  may  cal  601-  telephone  sk*s  will  be  a  plus  Resumes  w* 

320-2785  tor  more  mtormaton  ONLY  be  accepted  by  mail  Search  Comrwt- 

BUCATUNMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  £S^Sfifi*P 

CLARKE  COUNTY  IS  ACCEPTING  39759  or  by  e-mal  sr,parte^betisour  net 

RESUMES  FOR  BLVOCATtONAL  OR  BETHEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  A  SMALL 
FUUL-THE  PASTOR.  PIMM  send  resumes  COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  OREW 
to  10606  CR514,  Meridian  MS  39301  AND  RULEVILLE,  MISS  M  SUNFLOWER 

EASTWOOO  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  MOL  ^POSIT^ 

ANOLA,  MS  .  18  M  SEARCH  OF  A  FULL  JJ*  FggrTT0W  ? 

Tiur  D I CTAfl  ^ - imna  In  tVm.  rlftdSO  aWAI  IMBUMWI  Wr.w.  w* 

irk  rAofLm.  Hiease  send  resumes  ©  ^ _ ‘mrrj 

Pastof  search  Convattea  P  0  Box  4B6  mi  jut  j»  . 

todtanota,  Ms  38751  ore-mart  to  Shalay  Betti  MMTHWLLE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IS  SEEK- 

at  sjKftsftMlsoutfvnet  IMG  A  FULL-TIME  STUOENT  MINISTER 

GUNTER^ROADBAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  PO 

FLORENCE,  MB  IS  SEEKING  A  BLVOC A-  Clmh.  P  O  Brat  52,  SmShvAe  kg  _3«70_ 
TIONAL  PASTOR.  Please  submit  resumes  OAK  HLL  CHURCH  IN  MERCIAN  IS 
to  Gunter  toad  Search  Commlltea  C/O  Craig  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  CHURCH  SEC- 
Dukee  2209  Woodland  Place  Floeanoe,  MS  RETARY.  Send  raeume  to  PO  Box  3938 
39073 or rodukeaAbelaou9i.naL  Merttan  MS383C3 


FELLOWSHIP  CHURCH,  MATHISTON,  held  a  baby  dedication  for  James  Colton  Pollard,  son 
of  Rodney  and  Lisa  Pollard;  and  forThomas  Ross  McKinney,  son  of  Mitch  an»J  Donna  McKinney. 
Ralph  Cain,  pastor. 

In  other  Church  News:  7"1  1 l T I 

►  First  Church,  Bay  St.  Louis,  is  nee-  J  !  I  I 

ognizing  the  to-vear  anniversary  of 
Hurricane  Katrina  Aug.  30, 10:30  a.m. 

The  church  wishes  to  reconnect  with 
volunteers  and  churches  who  min¬ 
istered  to  the  church.  RSVP  to  www. 
fbcbsl.com/katrina/katrinaio  or  call 
(228)  467-4005  so  that  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  food  and  seating. 

►  Tillatoba  Church,  Yalobusha  As¬ 
sociation,  will  host  Messiah's  Men  in 
concert  Aug.  31. 6  p.m.  Lave  offering. 

►  First  Church.  Runneistown,  will 
host  Mountain  Faith,  a  bluegrass  gos¬ 
pel  group  from  North  Carolina,  Sept. 

11, 7  p  nn.  Love  offering. 

►  The  State  of  Mississippi  Champi¬ 
onship  Horse  Show  will  host  Cowboy 
Church  Sept  13, 7  p  m..  Equine  Center. 

State  Fairgrounds.  Greg  Renfrew,  First 
Church,  Steens,  will  be  preaching.  For 
more  information,  call  (601)  504*4945- 

►  First  Church.  Morton,  will  bid  fare¬ 
well  to  community  pastor  Earl  Clark 
and  his  wife  Jane  Aug.  30  11  a.m.  The 
Clarks  will  move  to  Simpson  County  to 
begin  "semi-retirement  ’' 

►  The  Ugandan  Thunder  Childrens 
Choir  from  Africa  will  he  at  Academy 
Church.  Blue  Mountain,  Sept.  8.  7 
p.m.  The  22  children,  ages  9  -  16,  are 
from  Royal  School  and  Orphanage  in 
Uganda 

►  Wheeler  Grove  Church,  Corinth,  During  homecoming  at  NEW  HENLEYFIELD  CHURCH 

is  hosting  Lovelace  Homecoming  Aug.  CARRIERE,  Phyllis  Wise  was  presented  a  plaque  by  pastoi 
29, 6  p.m.  Ray  Allen  recognizing  her  years  of  service  to  the  church 


ILLINOIS  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S  HOME  OAK  CHURCH  PEWS  WTTH  CUSHIONS 
SEEKS  AN  EXECUTIVE  DStECTOR  TO  $12  50  ptr  toot  Hickory  Grow  Sunra# 

REPLACE  CURRENT  OIRECTOR^  RE-  Contact  691-29*0638  tor  ntormaton 
T*B?"T  ™L®®  GATUN8URG  RENTAL  Cabn  $9S 


Veterans  of  TOOMSUBA  CHURCH.  TOOMSUBA.  were 
presented  homemade  patriotic  quilts  in  recognition  of 
their  service  July  5.  Shown  areTommy  Swain,  Denny  Mor¬ 
gan,  Elizabeth  Lagione,  Pat  Davoll,  and  Melvin  Lackey 


FIVE  CEMETERY  PLOTS  M  CHRMTUS  STAKED  GLASS  '**  and 

<*«»«  W«  HWW  SWM  JWw 

pratotd  tor  $2000  aach;  wS  Ml  tor  $1500  601-502-0202 
^  tat  togMJM.oetMparate.  601463-  and  SCREEN  SHOP  —"*ndi*s 

- - - -  and  *torm  nMom  bu«  to  lit  your  opmig 

RAGGERROOS  A  COMEDY  WASHTU8  Pto»  new  iomn  and  inomi  old 
BAND.  Wa  «ngj%  metrumente  and  l a«  scream  CM  torn  Cook  601-7094679 

.9*  ** _  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 

READY  TO  SELL  YOUR  8USWESS?  We  ESTIMATES.  Dew.  Upholstery,  Qutenan. 

spaoatoe  n  fa  contoenbal  sate  of  bus*-  Mtoa  .  phona601-77S«6l7 

"*»**•  vV’l'ItTi  WWW  *ESRENMO«I»IMOVE«NT 

— n  cow.  ChmMn  oonM  Don  4  R*.  Srtmo 
ncu»  doom  m  g«  QuwwSOLp  wm-XM  aj  ham 

whng.  miyr  •WaaK  otkXms  maa  « 
maa^tM!!^  Young  at  601 -942-9722  or  a***  ^  add<IOfn  ufchar  4  betr 
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“The  disaster  relief  teams  of 
the  SBC  are  second  to  none," 
says  former  SBC  president 
Fred  Luter,  who  has  pastored 
Ne»-  Orleans’  Franklin  Avenue 
Ch.  reh  for  nearly  three  de¬ 
cades.  “I  don’t  just  say  that  for 
what  I’ve  heard  or  read  about. 
1  say  that  because  of  what  I’ve 
seen  first-hand. 

“Being  there  in  New  Orleans 
after  Hurricane  Katrina,  I  saw 
missionaries  and  disaster  relief 
volunteers  come  here  from  all 
over  the  country  to  help  those 
of  us  in  the  city,  whether  it  was 
to  gut  out  our  homes  or  our 
churches,  or  to  help  us  to  paint, 
or  cut  grass." 

Mickey  Caison,  who  directed 
SBDR  efforts  when  Hurricane 
Katrina  hit,  notes  that  the  ad¬ 
ditional  volunteers  helped  to 
vastly  increase  the  capacity  of 
SBDR  and  boost  its  perception 
among  fellow  disaster  relief  or¬ 
ganizations. 

“There  was  a  significant 
change  in  the  perception  of 
Southern  Baptists  coming  out 
of  Katrina,"  Caison  says.  “We 
went  from  an  organization  that 
worked  with  Red  Cross  and 
FEMA  (Federal  Emergency 
Management  Agency)  to  an  or¬ 
ganization  worthy  ot  a  relation¬ 
ship  and  a  commitment  from 
FEMA. 

“It  gave  us  a  different  kind  of 
credibility  in  the  eyes  of  emer¬ 
gency  managers  and  govern¬ 
ment  officials." 

That  kind  of  response  raised 
the  profile  of  Southern  Baptists 
with  national  media  outlets  like 
The  Wall  Street  Journal,  and 
throughout  all  levels  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

“It  opened  doors  that  nor¬ 
mally  we  couldn’t  even  get  close 
to  knocking  on.  One  of  [the 
doors]  was  national  media." 
says  Jim  Burton,  who  oversaw 


T?_ 


MAKING  PLANS  -  Members  of  a  Southern  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  mass  feeding  unit  meet  with  partners  from  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  to  lay  out  an  outdoor  kitchen  and  begin  feeding 
operations  for  some  of  the  millions  of  meals  that  would  be 
prepared  for  evacuees,  victims,  and  emergency  workers  in 
the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina's  landfall  on  August  29, 
2005.  (BP  photo) 


SBDR  as  the  director  of  vol¬ 
unteer  mobilization  at  NAMB 
at  the  time,  “We  got  much, 
much  better  at  tilling  our  story 
through  secular  media.  When 
the  government  got  around 
to  doing  a  report  in  2006  to 
evaluate  what  had  happened, 
they  were  all  over  the  Southern 
Baptist  Disaster  Relief  response 


DQrabttt 
had  been  accomplished  there.” 

‘What  most  observers  could 
not  understand  or  measure  was 
the  sense  of  call  our  volunteers 
had  to  serve  Katrina  survivors. 
That  obedience  to  God’spurpose 
for  them  as  individual  Christian 
volunteers  drove  our  commit¬ 
ment  to  excellence  and  caring." 


MSL4  udio  LLC 


Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video.  Sc  Lighting 
Church.  Conference  Room.  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


Trooper  Hales 

in  t\Va  msaud  10I  Ic  .com 


P.O.  Box  1575 
Clinton.  MS  39060 


Ph  601-923-9947 
Fax  601-924-2880 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
will  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  *mail  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  in  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  and  mailed  AM  articles  must  be 
received  in  writing,  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what.  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electroni¬ 


cally  via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format 
Hard  copy  photographs  mailed  through  the 
postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  be  clear,  sharp,  and  weU4»ghted 
Photographs  must  depict  people  No  landscape-, 
building-,  or  object-only  photographs  wtM  be 
printed.  Photographs  containing  inappropriate 
gestures  and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  be 
published.  Celt  phone  photographs  and  other 
low  resolution  items  that  do  not  reproduce  weM 
on  newspnnt  are  generally  not  publishable 
There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  will  be  published,  and  unso¬ 
licited  material  will  not  be  acknowledged  or 
returned.  AH  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping 
News  items  and/or  photographs  can  be  pub¬ 
lished  one  time  only  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested  publication 
data  Articles  that  are  not  dete-sensrtrve  will 
be  published  on  a  space  available  basis  These 
guidelines  are  not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 
Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  39206-0530  FAX:  (801)  292- 
3330.  E-mail  bapfistrecordGmbcb.org 


CMB,  UGKD,  OKPB,  SM  UGY 

WYHSMMSMH  GCJU  OCSB  UGY 

LKDMBCUSKM  KL  UGY  YCPUG;  CMB 

UGY  GYCXYMJ  CPY  UGY  AKPEJ  KL 

UGSMY  GCMBJ. 

GYWPYAJ  KMY:  UYM 

Clue :  B  =  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge.  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 
last  week's  puzzle:  Ephesians  5:2 

By  Charles  Marx.  1932-2004. 0  2005 


Need  a  light? 

ANk  Jesus  said.  **l  am  the  light  of  the  world. 
JgggL  Whoever  follows  me  will  nol  walk 

JHh  in  darkness  hut  will  have  t he 

JHHnjt  light  o I  life.’*  1  John  S :  I  2  * 

'smi  pi  \  vhaii  1  lu  !<>lh>\\  mil:  pr.iwi 
wiih  ( 1 1  »d  in  \  •»iii  own  words: 

<rfT|.ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  vou. 

il  have  sinned.) 
2.  I  waul  forgiveness  for  mv  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  1 1  repent.) 
3.  1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
—j,  from  the  grave  to  forgive  im  sins 

and  to  restore  mv  relationship 
with  vou.  (I  believe  in  Jesus.) 
4.  liv  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
£  into  mv  life.  I  rom  this  time  on. 
I  want  to  fixe  in  a  loving  relationship 
with  llim.  1 1  receive  Christ  as 
mv  Sa v  ior  and  I  ord.) 

'But  as  mans  as  received  him,  to  them  he  gave 
the  right  to  become  children  of  hod,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.”  (John  1:12) 
If  vou  make  a  decision  for  Christ  todav.  contact  a 
local  Southern  Baptist  church  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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The  Final  Act  •  Revelation  21:1-7 


August  30,  ■'  ^ 


One  of  tbegreat  blessings  I  have  as 
a  pastor  is  officiating  the  wedding  cer¬ 
emony  of  two  Christian  believers.  After 
months  of  planning,  hours  of  pre- mari¬ 
tal  counseling,  and  every  tiny  detail  hav¬ 
ing  been  worked  out  the  wedding  day 
arrives.  All  the  work  behind  the  scenes, 
the  music  selected,  the  food  prepared, 
the  vows  rehearsed  and  the  family  and 
guests  seated  culminate  into  the  mo¬ 
ment  when  the  bride  enters  the  room.  In 
that  instant,  every  eye  is  on  her.  She  is 
the  focal  point  as  she  proceeds  down  the 
aisle.  Every  step  she  takes  is  deliberate 
and  brings  her  closer  to  the  moment  she 
has  waited  for  all  of  her  life.  She  is  beau¬ 
tiful,  smiling,  and  even  radiant  as  she 
approaches  the  groom.  Filled  with  a  mil¬ 
lion  emotions  and  thoughts,  the  father  of 
the  bride  escorts  her  to  ner  waiting  part¬ 
ner.  He  “gives  her  away"  (although  he 
will  always  see  her  as  his  little  girl)  and 
the  wedding  service  begins. 

There  are  a  lot  of  words  that  can  be  used 
to  describe  a  wedding,  but  maybe  none 
more  fitting  than  the  word  “beginning." 
Think  about  it.  It  is  the  beginning  of  a  new 
family.  It  is  the  beginning  of  two  lives  be¬ 
coming  one,  the  beginning  of  a  new  home, 
the  beginning  of  new  adventures  and  bless¬ 
ings  that  would  otherwise  not  be  realized 


Beginnings  is  exactly  what  God  has  in 
mind  when  we  come  to  the  conclusion  of 
the  Book  of  Revelation.  Mentioned  in  the 
teachings  of  Christ  through  parables  and 
among  other  places,  we  are  called  the 
bride  of  Christ.  When  someone  attends 
a  wedding  ceremony  no  one  comments, 
“Well,  that’s  the  end  of  single  life,"  or 
“No  more 
only  one 
paycheck 
to  spend" 

Instead , 
the  focus 
is  on  what 
lies  ahead. 

When  we 
become 
Christians, 
we  are  in¬ 
dicating  our  desire  for  Christ  to  change 
our  future. 

With  all  of  its  symbolism  and  vari¬ 
ous  interpretations,  that  is  the  heartbeat 
of  Revelation:  our  future  and  eternity 
with  God  and  His  final  victoiy  over  evil. 
A  couple  on  their  wedding  day  is  filled 
with  hope  and  anticipation  for  what  is  in 
store.  House  buying,  possible  relocation, 
starting  a  family  ana  a  host  of  other  pos¬ 
sibilities  all  seem  to  be  begging  for  their 


Explore  the  Bible 


attention.  The  sky  is  the  limit  and  they 
are  consumed  with  excitement. 

Now,  let  us  come  back  down  to  earth 
for  a  moment  and  check  in  with  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Revelation,  the  Apostle  John.  The 
focal  point  of  our  lesson  is  Revelation 
21:1-7.  I  assure  you,  if  you  start  read¬ 
ing,  you  will  not  stop  with  21:7.  You  will 
more  than 
likely  finish 
the  chapter 
^  *  and  the  re¬ 

mainder  of 
the  book. 
God  allows 
him  to  see 
things  too 
beautiful 
for  us  to 
imagine. 

When  it  comes  to  Heaven,  people  are 
consumed  with  questions.  “What  will  it 
look  like?"  is  among  the  more  popular 
inquires.  John  tells  us  some  of  what  to 
expect  in  chapters  21  and  22. 

I  don’t  know  about  you,  but  the  two 
things  I  am  looking  forward  to  the  most 
in  heaven  is  what’s  not  there  and  who 
is  there.  Revelation  21:4  reveals  there 
will  be  no  tears,  death,  mourning,  cry¬ 
ing  or  pain.  That  is  good  news!  Also,  I 


with  Bobby  McKay 


am  thankful  for  who  is  there.  Family 
members,  friends  and  individuals  from 
the  Scripture  will  all  be  important  to  me, 
but  not  as  much  as  seeing  Christ  face  to 
face.  These  truths  are  a  great  comfort  to 
me  and  should  be  to  you  as  well  if  you 
have  trusted  in  Christ  for  salvation.  1 
can  also  safely  conclude  these  facts  were 
a  tremendous  blessing  to  John.  He  was 
exiled,  but  not  defeated.  Cast  off  from 
society,  but  cared  for  by  his  Savior.  You, 
my  friend,  are  no  different! 

There  is  a  great  wedding  dav  com¬ 
ing,  church!  Are  you  ready,  bride?  The 
hour  is  coming.  I  re  ill  a  few  years 
ago  a  television  commercial  advertis¬ 
ing  men’s  ttixedos  made  the  statement, 
“When  everyone  in  the  room  is  look¬ 
ing  at  her,  sne  will  be  looking  at  you." 
Mississippi  Baptists,  when  Jesus  looks 
upon  us,  we  win  be  looking  at  Him  and 
perhaps  for  the  first  time,  realize  it  has 
all  been  worth  it.  Revelation  (and  the 
Scripture)  closes  with  a  promise  from 
Jesus  and  blessing  of  grace  (22:20,  21). 
I  can  conclude  with  nothing  better.  God 
bless  you  as  you  serve  Him  and  faith¬ 
fully  wait  His  return. 

McKay  is  pastor  of  Harperville 
Church,  Harpennlle. 


Hospitality:  How  Ordinary  People  Can  Live  On  Mission  •  Luke  14:12-24 


1  can  flat  make  incredible  cornbread. 
The  problem  is  that  is  just  about  all  that  I 
can  cook  re  illy  well.  But,  I  do  love  inviting 
people  over  to  our  house.  Thankfully,  my 
husband  is  a  great  cook  but  not  so  good 
at  inviting  people  or  cleaning  up,  so  we 
make  a  good  team.  Eating  together  and 

»g  out  in  our  home  has  been  a  won¬ 
way  for  us  to  get  to  know  people 
and  understand  their  journey  with  God. 
Jesus  encouraged  us  to  “Practice  Hospi¬ 
tality"  (Romans  12:13).  The  best  defini¬ 
tion  of  hospitality  is  a  love  of  strangers. 
This  practical  practice  is  an  excellent  way 
to  show  God’s  care  and  love. 

In  Luke  14,  Jesus  was  invited  to  Sun¬ 
day  lunch  at  the  home  of  a  prominent 
Pharisee.  I  can  imagine  there  were  sev¬ 
eral  “prominent  Pharisees”  who  were 
wing  tor  the  attention  of  Jesus,  each  of 
them  trying  to  outdo  the  other  in  order 
to  have  Jesus  of  Nazareth  over  for  Sun¬ 
day  dinner. 

I  don’t  think  the  lunch  went  exactly 
like  the  Pharisee  pictured  it  because  Je¬ 
sus  does  three  things  that  were  unex¬ 
pected.  First  of  all,  he  healed  one  of  the 
Sunday  guests  of  a  large  growth  and  the 
challenged  those  who  were  in  attendance 
with  the  law  of  healing  on  the  Sabbath. 
Secondly,  he  noticed  how  the  guests 
were  competing  and  picking  the  choice 


spots  at  the  table  so  he  reminded  them  to 
choose  the  life  of  the  servant  and  humil¬ 
ity.  Lastly,  Jesus  challenged  the  group  to 
give  hospitality  and  a  meal  to  people  who 
could  not  repay  the  favor-to  give  with  no 
expectation  of  return. 

Jesus  illustrates  this  last  teaching 
with  sparable  in  Luke  14:16-24.  He  uses 
it  dually-to  teach  more  on  hospitality  and 
to  remind  • 

his  follow¬ 
ers  the  cost 
of  disciple- 
ship  This 
parable 
shows  the 
many  ex¬ 
cuses  we 
give  for 
not  chas¬ 
ing  after 

God  and  a  great  illustration  on  what 
hospitality  really  should  look  like  The 
first  two  excuses  are  about  material 
possessions-purchasi ng  land  and  oxen. 
The  fact  is  that  our  material  possessions 
do  often  prevent  us  from  honoring  God 
with  all  that  we  are.  Possessions  take  up 
our  time,  our  energy,  our  money  and  our 
focus.  The  third  excuse  has  to  do  with 
a  man  who  puts  his  family  before  the 
Lord.  The  best  thing  we  can  do  for  our 


family?  We  should  love  the  Lord  with  all 
of  our  heart,  soul,  and  strength  and  live 
that  before  them. 

The  last  part  of  Luke  14:21  tell  the  ser¬ 
vant  what  to  do  when  the  invited  would 
not  come,  “Go  out  quickly  into  the  streets 
and  alleys  cf  the  town  and  bring  in  the 
poor,  the  crippled,  the  blind  and  the  lame.” 
In  other  words,  invite  those  people  who 
NEED  a 
meal,  who 
NEED  a  re¬ 
lationship, 

*  0  a  •#  I  who  NEED 

les  for  Life  1  »  ^ 

who  NEED 

Beth  S.  Bowman  ]  l  a  Christian 

family  to 
show  them 
the  right 
way  to  live. 

Hospitality  is  just  the  avenue,  the  excuse 
to  lead  people  to  salvation  found  only 
in  Christ.  Tne  goal  is  not  a  friend,  or  a 
meal  or  comfort  but  rather  allow  Christ 
through  our  lives  in  a  compelling  way. 

Walk 

When  is  the  last  time  you  practiced 
ility?  Do  not  limit  yourself  to  hos- 
■  only  like  a  meal  but  rather  ask 
at  He  would  show  you  places  and 


spaces  in  your  life  that  you  could  show 
love  to  a  stranger.  Don’t  make  it  hard  or 
complicated.  Love  on  a  college  student  by 
inviting  them  for  coffee  and  conversation. 

Run 

Sit  down  at  supper  tonight  and  talk 
with  your  family.  Brainstorm  together 
names  of  people  and  needs.  Pick  out  a 
person  or  family  that  your  family  can 
practically  meet  their  physical  need  and 
have  them  in  your  home.  Like  next  week. 

Soar 

Know  that  extra  bedroom  in  your 
house?  Those  leftovers  you  consistently 
throw  out?  Pray  and  ask  God  to  use  your 
family  and  your  house  as  a  safe  place  for 
those  who  are  in  need.  Then,  call  some¬ 
one  on  your  church  staff  and  volunteer 
your  resources  to  meet  the  need. 

Remember  to  love  your  world  fiercely 
and  madly  like  Jesus  would-using  hospi¬ 
tality  as  a  means  to  truth  and  light.  And, 
if  you  need  my  secret  cornbread  recipe, 
shoot  me  an  email  and  I  will  be  glad  to 
send  it  to  you... but  only  if  you  promise  to 
give  it  away. 

Bowman  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church ,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women's  events. 


&  Homecomings 


Sun- 
es,  10 

1  by  dinner  on  the 
QFIntique  display,  and 
more.  Roy  Moore,  speaker, 
k  Enon  Church,  BitstviKt: 

75th  anniversary.  Sept.  13. 


and 
Chitter, 
speaker;  Keith  Bolen,  pastor. 

►  Pilgrim's  Rest  Church. 

■  Homecoming, 
Sept  6,  10:30  a.m.,  followed 


by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and 
singing;  Daniel  Boyd,  speaker, 
Roger  Howell,  music. 

^  ottoem  Church,  Whom* 

Homecoming, 
Aug.  30;  worship,  10:30  a.m„ 
followed  by  lunch;  Mike  Davis, 
■putor,  Hilmer  Bynum  and 
Roger  Welch,  music;  Raymond 
Jeftcoat,  pastor. 

►  Springdale  Church,  Rip- 
Icy:  Revival,  Aug.  30  -  Sept. 


2;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed., 
7  pjn.  ;  Randy  Bostick,  speaker, 
Anthony  Mitchell  and  Kevin 
Hamilton,  music. 

)►  Bethany  Church,  Potts 
Camp  Homecoming,  Aug. 
31;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  u  a m.,  followed  by 
fellowship  meal;  Jim  Burke, 
speaker. 

)►  Vardanian  Church,  Kem¬ 
per  County:  Homecoming, 


Sept  6, 10:30  a.m.,  followed  by 
potluck  lunch;  Kermit  Sharp, 
speaker;  Dennis  Robinson, 
pastor 

{►S end  HM  Church,  Attala 
County:  Revival,  Aug.  30  -  Sept. 
2;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p  m., 
Mon.  -  Wed.  -  Mon.,  children 
and  youth  night  6  p.m.;  Family 
night  Tues..  6  p.m.;  fellowship 
meal  Wed.,  6  p.m.;  Ed  Newman 
and  Danny  Lanier,  speakers. 


The  Baptist  Record  August  27, 2015 


7 


^xUAetu ms-  s 


i  SM9MU  UWfc  AJ  VI  UTHKWNt  H 

viiiM,i  iwrmmmmum 


ht»;  =•” 

|f>: 


JANUARY  BIBLE 
STUDY  PREVIEW 


TIMES  AT  A  Li.  LOCATIONS 


NEW  TIME  FOR  BI  VOCATIONAL  PASTORS 


v 

ell 

a  w 

L?f| 

‘Orange  Sunday’  held  at  CrossPoint,  Hattiesburg 


By  Tony  Martin 
Associate  Editor 

A  sea  of  orange  washed  over 
a  worship  service  in  June  at 
CrossPoint  Community  Church 
in  Hattiesburg.  Church  mem' 
bers  dressed  in  orange.  Senior 
and  founding  pastor  Dean  Reg¬ 
ister  preached  in. an  orange 
jumpsuit  Participants  were 
given  orange  bracelets  reading. 
“Remember,  Pray,  Stand."  The 
color  was  everywhere. 

It  was  Orange  Sunday,  a  day 
to  remember  in  prayer  the  perse¬ 
cuted  church  and  the  Christians 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  who 
have  been  -  and  are  being  -  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  their  faith  by  Islamic 
extremists  while  being  forced  to 
wear  orange-colored  coveralls. 

“This  was  bom  out  of  convic¬ 
tion,"  said  Register.  “I  could  no 
longer  be  silent  I  saw  these  men 
getting  their  necks  sliced,  all  be¬ 
cause  they  believe  in  Jesus." 

Register  said  Christians  are 
being  threatened  and  perse¬ 
cuted  for  their  beliefs  in  re¬ 


gions  such  as  Iran,  Syria,  and 
Algeria.  “Would  I  be  willing  to 
have  someone  cut  my  throat 
because  of  my  passion  for  Je¬ 
sus?”  asked  Register. 


dering  the  persecuted  church 
after  reading  a  book  by  Richard 
Wurmbrand,  a  Romanian  Chris¬ 
tian  imprisoned  and  tortured  in 
his  home  country  because  of  his 
faith.  When  Register  was  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Gulfport,  ne  in¬ 
vited  Wurmbrand,  who  founded 
Voice  of  theku  Jtyrs,  to  speak  at 
the  church.  Wurmbrand  shared 
with  the  church  how  he  had  been 
tortured  and  beaten  for  refusing 
to  renounce  Christ 

*To  hear  what  be  went 
through  [had  an]  impact  on  my 
life,"  Register  said. 

After  the  release  of  the  recent 
videos  showing  the  orange-suit¬ 
ed  Christians  Deing  beheaded. 
Register  led  the  church  to  orga¬ 
nize  the  Orange  Sunday  event. 
“We're  going  to  be  a  voice  for 
the  voiceless.  We  will  speak 
out,"  he  said. 


Register  recalls  he  was  ad¬ 
vised  Dy  some  law  enforcement 
officers  to  be  cautious.  “That 
orange  jumpsuit  makes  you  a 
target,"  he  quoted  the  officers  as 
warning  him. 

The  Orange  Sunday  service 
was  designed  h>  raise  awareness 
of  the  extrafjdicial  killings  of 
Christians  frr  their  faith.  Regis¬ 
ter  said,  biT  it  was  also  intended 
to  ensure  that  the  victims  who 
have  alretdy  been  executed 
aren’t  forgotten  by  people  in  the 
free  world. 

He  noted  from  the  words 
of  an  Irac  i  Christian:  "We  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  persecuted,  but 
we’ve  been  forgotten  by  West¬ 
ern  Christians. 

On  Oriage  Sunday,  Register 
preached  >n  surrender.  "This  is 
the  ultimate  surrender,"  Regis¬ 
ter  said.  “By  life  or  death,  we  are 
going  to  exalt  Christ.” 

Register  said  American  Chris¬ 
tians  should  see  persecution 
in  other  paras  of  the  world  as  it 

frnlv  u  “Tt’o  nru>  tkino  In 


truly  ».  *lfs  one  t 
our  hands  slapped 


to  have 

work¬ 


place  [in  the  UA],  but  that’s  not 
persecution.  If  we’re  to  be  perse¬ 
cuted,  it  needs  to  be  because  of 
our  righteousness." 

The  Orange  Sunday  service 
was  a  sweet,  humbling  worship 
time.  Register  said  “There  were 
lots  of  tears,  but  we  came  away 
with  a  fresh  resolve  to  remem - 
berjTray,  and  stand” 

The  Hattiesburg  American 
newspaper  quoted  church  mem¬ 
ber  Todd  Jackson  as  observing, 
“It’s  easy  for  all  of  us  in  this  in¬ 
credible  country  and  commu- 

ato  get  comfortable  in  our 
lives  and  aD  the  blessings 
that  we  have,  but  we  have  to 
remember  that  there  are  thou¬ 
sands  of  Christians  around  the 
world  who  are  putting  their  lives 
on  the  tine  every  day.  We  want 
to  stand  with  them  and  let  them 
know  that  they’re  not  just  in  a 
far-away  place  and  forgotten." 

“As  Southern  Baptists,  we 
need  to  let  our  voice  be  heard 
[on  this  issue],"  Register  said. 
“We  don’t  want  to  experience 
the  displeasure  of  God" 


BROTHBtS  M  ORANGE 

-  Dean  Register,  senior  and 
founding  pastor  of  CrossPoint 
Community  Church  in  Hatties¬ 
burg,  preaches  in  an  orange 
jumpsuit  in  sympathy  with  the 
Christians  who  have  been  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  orange  jumpsuits  for 
their  faith.  (BR  special  photo) 


